SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
January 15, 2023
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-7
PSALM: 40:1-11
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
GOSPEL: John 1:29-42
To all of you who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom 1:7).

Pick a destination.

After deciding when you’re going to travel and how you’re going to get there, you need to decide where you’re going to stay.

If you spend less than $100 per night at a hotel, you’re probably staying at a low-budget motel, possibly in a sketchy area.

Or, you can check out online platforms that connect you with people willing to share a room or an entire house, and usually at a price far below a hotel.

The leading disrupter of the hospitality industry is Airbnb.  The company was conceived after its founders put an air mattress in their living room to offset the high cost of rent in San Francisco, effectively turning their apartment into a bed and breakfast.

Today, Airbnb is valued at more than $30 billion, and it’s booked tens of millions of overnight stays for its hosts around the world.

Did you notice that lodging also looms large in our gospel reading this morning?  Two prospective disciples begin following Jesus down the road.  Jesus stops and asks them, “What are you looking for?”  They ask him, “Where are you staying?”  He responds, “Come and see.”  They go with him to the place where he was staying, and the rest is history.
So, what did Jesus’ guest house look like?  It probably wasn’t his own house.  We believe that Jesus was like many millennials today.  He lived with his parents until he was 30.  So, this is an unusual situation in which Jesus is the host.
Other times, he’s the guest or he’s inviting himself to someone’s house (Think Zacchaeus).  In Revelation, he’s knocking on the door, trying to get a dinner invitation (3:20).

But today he’s acting as the host, and he extends an invitation to the disciples to “come and see.”

What if we were those disciples?  How might we behave if we were in Jesus’ house?
But first — before we think about being a guest in Jesus’ house — let’s imagine that Jesus is a guest in our house.  What would that look like?  First, there’s no problem with the wine.  As long as we have tap water, Jesus can take care of the rest.

But we’d need to make sure there’s bread.  And what about furniture?  Or do we just recline on the floor like the Last Supper?  Does he expect foot-washing?

We’d want to find a Bible, and dust it off and set it out on a table … with a bookmark in it, maybe even opened to John chapter three.

Then there’s conversation.  What do we talk about with Jesus?  “So, you were born in Bethlehem and raised in Nazareth, right?”

After dinner, would you play cards? Maybe not, given how he knows everything.
On the other hand, what would we do if we were invited as a guest into Jesus’ home?

In the gospels, Jesus plays host three times.  We just heard the first time.  He tells two of his future disciples to “come and see” where he’s staying.

The next time is when he gathers his disciples together for what we now call the Last Supper.  The first hosting experience was at the start of his ministry; the second, just before he died.

On this second occasion, the disciples asked Jesus what they’re going to do about Passover.  Jesus said to Peter and John, “Go and prepare the Passover meal for us that we may eat it” (Luke 22:8).  Jesus has reserved an upper room in a house in Jerusalem for their last meal together.
And finally, Jesus appears by the Sea of Galilee after his resurrection.  The disciples row ashore with a miraculous catch of fish and Jesus hosts a fish breakfast on the beach (John 21:4-14).

So Jesus is host three times:  When he calls the disciples; before he lays down his life; and before he leaves this earth.

In the first hosting experience (at Capernaum) the key words are “Come and see.”

In the second (at the Last Supper) the key words are “Go and prepare.”

In the third (at Galilee) the key words are “Come and eat.”

Jesus wants to be our host.  Will we accept his invitation to “come and see,” “go and prepare” and “come and eat”?
When Jesus says to Peter and Andrew, “Come and see,” he’s setting an example for our ministry.

This is what the church does.  It invites and it welcomes.

This is who Christians are.  We are inviting and welcoming.
Some years back, the Lutheran Church conducted a poll in which they asked Lutherans how it was they happened to come to church in the first place.  Here are the results:

2-3 percent joined because of denominational identity (longtime Lutherans, obviously);

5-6 percent joined because of a particular program or church event;

3-4 percent joined because of the preaching and worship;

A whopping 80 percent said they joined the church because a friend or family member invited them, and they could see the importance of faith in that person’s life.

Jesus encourages us to follow his example as host and use three little words. “Come and see.”  This is all that we need to say to people who’re seeking a deeper, more meaningful relationship with him.

Next, “Go and prepare.”  As the Passover drew near, the disciples want to know what Jesus had planned.

Jesus says that he’ll be the host of the Passover meal, but he needs some help.  He asks the disciples to help him with transportation and venue.  He tells them to “Go and prepare.”

In other words, not only are we to welcome others to the meal; we’re asked to prepare the meal itself!

Jesus is the host.  But we’re in the kitchen.

Jesus did the shopping.  But we’re doing the cooking.

We get to play a part in the banquet feast that Jesus has promised for those who love him.  When we serve one another in his name, we’re serving Jesus himself.
Finally, when Jesus invites his disciples to a fish breakfast by the Sea of Galilee, he tells them to “come and eat.”  This is the logical, third step in the discipleship process.  First, we invite; then we prepare the meal; and now, we call people to dinner.  We give them the food and fellowship that feeds both their bodies and souls.

If you Google the words “Jesus’ house,” nearly all the high-level hits are links to organizations that house the homeless, rehabilitate addicts or ex-convicts, dispense social services to those in need or offer retreats or spiritual direction.

Christians are working to provide people with shelter, clothing, comfort and support, as well as food.  Just the sort of thing you’d expect to find at Jesus’ house.
That day in Capernaum, Jesus invited Andrew and his friend to “Come and see,” and they did.  They follow Jesus back to the house where he’s lodging.  I can imagine the little group, Rabbi Jesus and his prospective students, sitting and talking for hours, all about the Scriptures and the love of God.
There’s no compulsion there.  No high-pressure sales pitch.  Just a genuine, smiling invitation to spend some time with one another in Christian fellowship.  Andrew and Peter discovered what we also know:  When Jesus hosts a gathering at his house, it’s a life-changing experience.  Amen
Homiletics online, January 19, 2020, “Jesus And Airbnb.”

(GOSPEL                                                                           John 1:29-42
Announcement of the Gospel.

C:  Glory to you, O Lord.

John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus initiates a chain of testimony as his disciples begin to share with others what they have found.

29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’  31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.”  32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him.  33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.”

35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”  37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.  38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?”  They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?”  39He said to them, “Come and see.”  They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day.  It was about four o’clock in the afternoon.  40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.  41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed).  42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John.  You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

Affirmation of the Gospel.

C:  Praise to you, O Christ.
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